


W h a t  p h i l o s o p h e r  h a s  n o t
A t  o n e  t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r

C u t  t h e  q u e e r e s t  f i g u r e  i m a g i n a b l e ,
B e t w e e n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n s  o f  a  r e a s o n a b l e

A n d  f i r m l y  c o n v i n c e d  e y e - w i t n e s s ,
A n d  t h e  i n n e r  r e s i s t a n c e

O f  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  d o u b t ? *

In northern Manhattan in the city of New York the apartment was on the first floor. It faced both a small courtyard and Fort
Washington Avenue. It received very little sunlight and people walked by day and night to get to the subway a few blocks up the
street. We put architects' drafting paper on all the windows to let in light but also to block out any intruding views. It felt like living in
a New York that is permanently covered in snow, similar to the ground floors in Venice that are permanently under water. 

We woke up in the middle of the night and could only see a faint glow of the white windows lit up by the street lights. No matter what
time of the night, it was always the same. We had to listen to know what is going on. There was a bar across the street and depend-
ing on the slur and agitation of voices we could tell time. But after 2 o'clock there were no longer any clear indications. There were
only small noises. Footsteps, water flowing down pipes, mice walking in walls, insects crawling.     

The rea lm of  the shadows is  the paradise for  dreamers.  
Here they f ind a country  wi thout  l imi ts ,

Where they can cont inue to bui ld  as they p lease.*

The world of shadows is the world of shapes we have to interpret, they are not the thing itself, but silhouettes of what we assume to
be for real. The world can have no shadows, but shadows have a world from which they are only signs of. 

Clearly, the music of the world of shadows escapes our system of 12 fixed pitches that evenly divide the octave unless we desire to
read between the lines. The music of ghosts is located here, in the movement from one pitch to the next, in the ambivalence of
moments when one note has been left and the next one is not quite yet reached. 

This we might call Antediluvian. It is a pre-music that distinguishes itself from meta-music - a music about music - because it
appears to exist prior to music, a priori, and thus lacking experience. Just as we know nothing outside of our experience, we may
conclude that the Ghost of New York weaves in and out of the framework of experience itself. 

To truly understand what we experience it is necessary to see, but not with our physical eyes. To see beyond the physical experience
of sight, with its spectra of light, we must "see" the music, but with the inner eye that is located inside our head. 

The music of the Ghost of New York is projected inside the listener's head. In polar opposition to the common illusionary stereophon-
ic projections which take place between 2 speakers and extend this via reverb into the distance, this ghostly music moves - reverb-
less and purely through frequency modulation - between the speakers and extends outwards, reaching for the listener's brain.

Thence orig inated the present  music ,  
Which,  we f la t ter  ourse lves,  
Wi l l  fu l ly  sat is fy  the l is tener ;  

For  the main par t  he wi l l  not  understand,
Another  par t  he wi l l  not  be l ieve,

And the rest  he wi l l  laugh at . *

* Derived from Immanual Kant "Dreams of a Spirit-Seer"
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